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M E E T I N G  N O T E S    
 

Basin Monitoring Program Task Force  
June 1, 2023 

 
STAKEHOLDERS PRESENT: 
 

City of Corona, Melissa Estrada* Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Pietro Cambiaso* 
City of Redlands, Jung Joon Park* Orange County Water District, Shawn Nevill* 
City of Riverside, Drew Faherty* SBMWD/RIX JPA, Marissa Flores-Acosta* 
Eastern Municipal WD, Al Javier* WMWD/WRCRWA, Jennifer McMullin* 
Elsinore Valley Municipal WD, Lenai Hunter* WMWD/WRCRWA, Mallory Gandara* 
Jurupa Community Services District, Bryan Smith* YVWD, Ashley Gibson* 
Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Bonita Fan* YVWD, Jennifer Ares* 
Inland Empire Utilities Agency, John Russ*  

 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
\ 

Dudek, Steve Stuart* Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Rick Whetsel* 
Kahn, Soares, & Conway, Theresa (Tess) Dunham* Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Haley Gohari* 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Bruce Whitaker* Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, Patrick Lewis* 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Gil Botello* Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, Keith Person* 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, T. Milford Harrison* WSC, Michael Cruikshank* 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Ian Achimore* West Yost, Samantha Adams* 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Rachel Gray* West Yost, Sodavy Ou* 
 *Participated via conference call 

 
STAKEHOLDERS ABSENT: 
 

Beaumont-Cherry Valley Water District Irvine Ranch Water District 
Chino Basin Water Master San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District 
City of Banning San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
City of Beaumont Temescal Valley Water District 
City of Rialto  

 
Call to Order/Introductions 
The Basin Monitoring Program Task Force (Task Force) meeting commenced at 9:01 a.m. in a virtual Zoom 
Meeting. Brief introductions were made. 
 
Approval of May 1, 2023 Meeting Notes  
The May 1, 2023 meeting notes were approved as posted. 
 
Long-Term Schedule for Task Force Deliverables – Ian Achimore 
Ian Achimore, of SAWPA, provided a handout of the long-term schedule showing the deliverables and tasks 
that the Task Force will be conducting in the next 6-7 years.  There are 25 different deliverables/tasks. Since 
there are many deliverables at this time, this tool will assist the Task Force in planning ahead. Mr. Achimore 
also reviewed the tasks and reminded the stakeholders what each line item represents and how it’s reflected 
on the timeline. On a periodic basis going forward, this handout will be updated and provided to the Task 
Force.  
 
Surface Water Monitoring Procurement Documents for Review – Ian Achimore 
Mr. Achimore provided a PowerPoint titled Agenda Item 4 – Surface Water Monitoring Procurement 
Documents for Review. Every year the Task Force produces the Annual Santa Ana River surface water quality 
report. One of the tasks to be completed by the Task Force is to implement a monitoring program that will 
collect data for this annual report. The scope will contain the monitoring sites within reaches 4 and 5 of the 
Santa Ana River, the frequency of sampling, and development of a Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) 
for this new monitoring. In determining the items that need to be completed, it’s been decided to put together 
a Request for Proposal (RFP). Immediate next steps include reviewing the proposed RFP with the Scoping 
Committee, and then presenting the RFP for consideration to the SAWPA Commission on June 20th. Upon 
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approval, it’s anticipated that the RFP would be published on June 20, 2023 with the RFP deadline being 
August 1, 2023 for consultants to respond.  
 
Draft Annual Santa Ana River Water Quality Report – Rick Whetsel 
Rick Whetsel, of SAWPA, provided a verbal report of the draft 2022 Annual Santa Ana River Water Quality 
Report. The 2022 draft report has been started and will be sent to Tess Dunham, of Kahn, Soares & Conway, 
LLP (KSC), for an initial review. Once an initial review of the draft report is completed, it will then be 
circulated through the Task Force for review and comment near the end of June 2023.  
 
Two-Year Regulatory Consultant Contract – Ian Achimore 
Mr. Achimore provided a reminder that the SAWPA Commission will be reviewing/approving a new set of 
contracts with regulatory support consultant, Tess Dunham, of KSC on June 6, 2023. The contracts are set up 
to be renewed for the next two Fiscal Years once approved (i.e., FYE 2024 and FYE 2025). 
 
Basin Plan Amendment – Tess Dunham 
Tess Dunham provided a PowerPoint titled Basin Monitoring Task Force. She reviewed various proposed 
items to include in Chapters 3 and 4 in the Basin Plan Amendment (BPA), as well as the attachments that 
accompany the BPA. She also reviewed additional revisions for the TDS/Nitrogen Management Plan; those 
revisions are planned to be sent to the Task Force by June 26 for their review and comment. The draft basin 
Plan Amendment (linked below) was sent out to the Task Force on May 31, 2023 for review and comment. 
Comments were due to Ian Achimore and Tess Dunham by end of day on Monday, June 12, 2023. 
 
2021 Ambient Water Quality (AWQ) Pilot Study – Michael Cruikshank, WSC and Samantha Adams, West Yost 

a. Simplified Approach for Calculating AWQ 
Samantha Adams, of West Yost, provided a PowerPoint titled 2021 Ambient Water Quality Pilot 
Study: Revised Simplified AWQ Assessment: Yucaipa GMZ (linked below). Ms. Adams reviewed 
the work presented in the March and May Task Force meetings related to the simplified 
methodology, and an overview of the revised simplified methodology for the AWQ and 
assimilative capacity assessment for Yucaipa groundwater management zone (GMZ). The 
simplified method based on various factors will initially be applied to the following GMZs: Bunker 
Hill B, Perris South, Riverside A, and Temescal. As an initial concept for Task Force feedback at 
this time, West Yost is recommending using the simplified methodology on all GMZs as a first-
step screening tool to determine if a full/standard ambient water quality determination is needed. 
The recommended criteria for determining if a full/standard determination is needed is still in 
development by West Yost, but could include items such as the amount of assimilative capacity 
available and potential impact to permitting decisions. West Yost will share the draft criteria 
recommendation that would determine the need for a full/standard analysis in August 2023. Quality 
(AWQ). For the 2021 AWQ, the standard methodology will be applied to the maximum benefit 
groundwater management zones (GMZs): Beaumont, Chino North, Cucamonga, Elsinore, San 
Jacinto Upper Pressure, San Timoteo, and Yucaipa; with the pilot study to update aquifer storage 
model will be applied to Yucaipa only. Mr. Cruikshank went through an overview of the standard 
methodology as well as some details about the aquifer storage updates on the Yucaipa GMZ. 
Comments on the recommendations and Presentation from West Yost are due to Sodavy Ou 
(sou@westyost.com) and Ian Achimore by close of business Friday, June 23rd. 
 
b. Standard AWQ Method and Storage Model Update for Yucaipa GMZ 
Michael Cruikshank, of WSC, provided a PowerPoint titled Pilot Assessment of Ambient Water 
Quality (AWQ) (linked below). For the 2021 AWQ, the standard methodology will be applied to 
the maximum benefit GMZs: Beaumont, Chino North, Cucamonga, Elsinore, San Jacinto Upper 
Pressure, San Timoteo, and Yucaipa; with the pilot study to update the aquifer storage model 
applied to Yucaipa only. Mr. Cruikshank prepared the initial Standard AWQ method contours for 
TDS and Nitrates for all the GMZs except for Chino North. The presentation includes the maps of 
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those contours. The analysis in each GMZ involves volume-weighted concentrations using a 
resolution of 400-meter grid cells.  
 
Mr. Cruikshank reviewed the aquifer storage properties of the Yucaipa GMZ as well as the updated 
GMZ boundary. Ms. Dunham commented that we don’t want to update GMZ boundaries each time 
a Department of Water Resources Bulletin-118 groundwater basin update is released. Mr. 
Cruikshank commented that updated boundaries reflected in the Bulletin-118 update are often 
informed by local aquifer storage models. At the next meeting, Mr. Cruikshank will prepare the 
preliminary results of the all the GMZ determinations and continue the Task Force conversation on 
the outcome of the pilot study and related updated aquifer properties.  

 
Potential Data Gaps Next Steps – Samantha Adams 
Ms. Adams provided a PowerPoint titled Groundwater Monitoring Program: Data Gaps Assessment. In-
person meetings took place in mid-May 2023 with water agencies that have wells and/or water recycling within 
each of the 35 GMZs in the Santa Ana River Watershed. In each meeting for each GMZ, the group discussed 
the potential data gaps West Yost identified and possible solutions that address those gaps. There were many 
helpful suggestions from Task Force and non-Task Force members that will assist in maintaining groundwater 
data samples and analysis moving forward. Next steps include documenting the responsible parties based on 
the meeting discussions, circulating meeting notes and updated documentation of data gaps, and later in 2023 
prepare draft a Potential Data Gaps and Framework Technical Memorandum by Task Force consultant West 
Yost. The draft technical memorandum will be provided to the Task Force for review by September 18, 2023. 
 
Schedule Future Meeting 
The next Basin Monitoring Program Task Force meeting, which will be conducted as an in-person meeting, 
has been scheduled for Tuesday, June 27, 2023, at 1:30 p.m. Attendees asked if a remote option was available 
even though the meeting will be in-person. Mr. Achimore stated that if a Zoom option to attend is absolutely 
needed, the interested person can request a Zoom link, with a brief justification, to Ian. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:31 a.m. 
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