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M E E T I N G  N O T E S    
 

Basin Monitoring Program Task Force  
January 26, 2023 

 
STAKEHOLDERS PRESENT: 
 

Chino Basin Water Master, Edgar Tellez Foster Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Bonita Fan 
City of Beaumont, Kevin Lee Inland Empire Utilities Agency, John Russ 
City of Corona, Melissa Estrada Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Pietro Cambiaso 
City of Redlands, Jung Joon Park JCSD, Bryan Smith 
City of Redlands, Fernando Mata Orange County Water District, Kevin O’Toole 
City of Riverside RWQCP, Bobby Gustafson Riverside Public Utilities, Farid Boushaki 
Eastern Municipal WD, Al Javier WMWD/WRCRWA, Mallory Gandara 
Eastern Municipal WD, Doug Edwards WMWD, Jennifer McMullin 
Elsinore Valley Municipal WD, Jesus Gastelum YVWD, Jennifer Ares 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
\ 

Kahn, Soares, & Conway, Theresa (Tess) Dunham* Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Haley Mullay 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Ian Achimore Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, Eric Lindberg 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Mark Norton WSC, Michael Cruikshank 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Rachel Gray West Yost, Samantha Adams 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority, Rick Whetsel West Yost, Veva Weamer 
 *Participated via conference call 

 
STAKEHOLDERS ABSENT: 
 

City of Banning SBMWD/RIX JPA 
City of Rialto San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 
Irvine Ranch Water District Temescal Valley Water District 

 
Call to Order/Introductions 
The Basin Monitoring Program Task Force (Task Force) meeting commenced at 2:34 p.m. at the Santa Ana 
Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) in-person only at 11615 Sterling Ave, Riverside, California. Brief 
introductions were made. 
 
Task Force Administration 
Mark Norton, administrator of the Basin Monitoring Program Task Force at SAWPA, will be retiring from 
SAWPA at the end of May 2023. Mr. Norton introduced Rachel Gray, the new Water Resources and Planning 
Manager hired in October of 2022 as his replacement at SAWPA. He also introduced Ian Achimore, a Senior 
Watershed Project Manager at SAWPA, would be taking over as the new administrator of the Task Force 
moving forward.  
 
Approval of November 28, 2022 Meeting Notes  
The November 28, 2022, meeting notes were approved as posted. 
 
Regional Board Integrated Report – Chino Creek Reach 1B Listing – Tess Dunham/Regional Board 
This agenda item was skipped to have a representative from the Regional Water Quality Control Board present 
for this discussion. When revisited, Eric Lindberg, of the Regional Water Quality Control Board, gave a verbal 
report on an upcoming preliminary determination that Chino Creek 1B will be 303D Listed during the current 
Integrated Report cycle. Public Comment for the formal action opens with the Regional Board on February 
16, 2023, and a Board Hearing on March 21, 2023. After reviewing minutes from 1983 work being done to 
amend the Basin Plan at that time, it is believed that there was a clerical error that removed critical language 
regarding using annual averages. Discussion around this listing also tied in with the agenda item relating to 
the Basin Plan Amendments as there is some clarification and elaboration needed on the compliance measures 
for each Reach. 
 
 



Basin Monitoring Program Task Force 
Meeting Summary 

January 26, 2023 

2 
 

Draft 2022 Santa Ana River WQ Work Plan – West Yost 
Veva Weamer, of West Yost, provided a PowerPoint presentation titled Draft 2022 Santa Ana River Water 
Quality Work Plan. Ms. Weamer reminded the Task Force of the draft 2022 Santa Ana River Work Plan and 
comments/feedback that was received from the initial review by Task Force members. The Draft 2022 Santa 
Ana River Water Quality Work Plan was distributed to the Task Force and West Yost received comments from 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Tess Dunham of KSC, LLP, Orange County Water District, City 
of Riverside, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, and SAWPA. Comments and feedback were also circulated to 
the Task Force stakeholders.  
 
Ms. Weamer reviewed the feedback and revised recommendations for the Work Plan monitoring for each 
Reach of the Santa Ana River. Proposed edits included separating out the Special Study into a separate 
document and then other comments surrounded revised recommendations for discussion amongst the Task 
Force. Primary comments listed for further Task Force discussion for consideration were:  

• Monitoring locations in Reaches 5 & 4 
• Surface water quality parameter list 
• Monitoring for Reach 3 (Use of calculated electrical conductivity (EC) and base flow definition) 

 
Next steps anticipated for the Final 2022 Santa Ana River Work Plan, and the separated Special Study 
document, are that it will be distributed to the Task Force the week of February 20th. There will be a review 
period ending the week of March 13th, and the Final Work should be submitted to the Regional Board by 
March 31, 2023.  
 
Identification of Basin Plan Amendments – Tess Dunham 
Tess Dunham, of Kahn, Soares, and Conway, LLP, provided a review of a handout titled Proposed Basin Plan 
Amendments for 2023. The handout listed the topics or clarifications that needed to be addressed in an 
upcoming Basin Plan Amendment. The handout was distributed to the Task Force for review prior to the next 
Task Force meeting. 
 
Draft 2022 Groundwater Monitoring Program – West Yost 
Samantha Adams, of West Yost, provided a PowerPoint presentation titled 2022 Groundwater Monitoring 
Program – Next Steps. Ms. Adams reviewed the Groundwater Monitoring Program (GMP) section by section 
and reviewed the changes from the previous draft that was circulated. Comments were received from Orange 
County Water District, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, Western Municipal Water District, City of Riverside, 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, Mark Norton of SAWPA, Tess Dunham of KSC, LLP, Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, Yucaipa Valley Water District, and the City of Corona.  
 
Revised recommendations were broken down by Section of the 2022 Groundwater Monitoring Program. Some 
revisions removed context from the 2022 GMP document, however that content will be repurposed and placed 
in other planning priorities projects/documents. For example, the Potential Data Gaps portion of the proposed 
GMP will be separated out as its own deliverable that will support compliance with the 2019 Recycled Water 
Policy. Changes made to the finalized report for each section are listed as follows:  

• Section 1: Rework to reflect eliminated sections, update the regulatory language and addressing minor 
edits; 

• Section 2: Rework to include additional details on Task Force feedback during workshops and 
addressing minor edits; 

• Section 3: Delete Section 3.2 (Potential Data Gaps) and address minor edits;  
• Section 4: Delete Section 4.3 (Schedule) and 4.4 (Planning Level budget), Update Section 3.2 to reflect 

minor change to scope requested by scoping committee and included in West Yost Proposal; and, 
• Section 5: Delete Section 5. 

 
Next steps are to finalize the 2022 Groundwater Monitoring Program report and circulate it for final Task 
Force review by February 6th. Comments and feedback on the Final 2022 GMP would be due to West Yost on 
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February 24th. The 2022 GMP would be finalized and delivered to SAWPA by March 10th. The Final 2022 
Groundwater Monitoring Program report would then be submitted to the Regional Board by March 31, 2023. 
Prior to ending the presentation, Ms. Adams also reviewed potential next steps for the Potential Data Gaps and 
the Implementation Actions deliverables for compliance with upcoming deadlines, details all included in the 
PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Ambient WQ Pilot Kickoff – West Yost, WSC, Daniel B. Stephens 
Samantha Adams, of West Yost, provided a brief verbal report on the Ambient Water Quality (AWQ) Pilot. 
She briefly mentioned the scope of work, schedule, and initial data collection efforts and status. Due to a lack 
of time left at the meeting, the rest of this item and any discussion was deferred to the February meeting.   
 
Planning BMP TF 101 Virtual Workshop – SAWPA 
Mark Norton, of SAWPA, briefly discussed the possibility of SAWPA staff hosting a Virtual BMP 101 
Workshop to share with the Task Force for anyone interested in hearing background about the work the Task 
Force conducts. Further discussion on this topic is planned for the next meeting to plan content and a time for 
the workshop. 
 
Schedule Future Meeting 
The next Basin Monitoring Program Task Force meeting, which will be conducted as a virtual Zoom meeting, 
has been scheduled for Tuesday, February 21, 2023, at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m. 
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