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The sixgoals of the OWOW Plan Update 2018 are to :

Å Achieve resilient water resources through innovation and optimization.

Å Ensure high -quality water for all people and the environment.

Å Preserve and enhance recreational areas, open space, habitat, and natural hydrologic 

function.

Å Engage with members of disadvantaged communities to diminish environmental injustices 

and their impacts on the watershed.

Å Educate and build trust between people and organizations.

Å Improve data integration, tracking, and reporting to strengthen decision making.
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About the Santa Ana River Watershed 

The watershed, depicted above, drains a 2,840 -square -mile 

area. The watershed is home to over 6 million people and 

includes major population centers in Orange, Riverside, and 

San Bernardino Counties, as well as a small area of eastern 

Los Angeles County. The Santa Ana River flows over 100 miles 

and drains the largest coastal stream system in Southern 

California. It discharges into the Pacific Ocean at the City of 

Huntington Beach. The total stream length of the Santa Ana 
River and its major tributaries is about 700 miles .

The Sustainability 

Assessment was 

developed in order to 

inform progress in 

executing the six goals 

of the One Water One 

Watershed (OWOW) 

Plan Update 2018. 

The OWOW Plan 

Update 2018 is a long -

term and project 

planning document 

focused on the Santa 
Ana River Watershed.



Rating the Watershed Over Time

Comparison from Year to Year

As the Sustainability Assessment is updated each year, it will attempt to 
maintain consistency in the indicator definitions and datasets analyzed so 
changes overtime are clearly understood.

Goal
Indicator 

No.
Indicator Definition

Rating from 2018 
Assessment

Rating from 
2019 

Assessment

Achieve resilient water 
resources through 
innovation & optimization

1*
Maximization of locally-managed 
supplies

2* Efficiency of outdoor water use 

Ensure high quality water 
for all people & the 
environment

3
Maintenance of groundwater salinity 
at target levels

4
Safety of water for contact 
recreation

Preserve & enhance 
recreational areas, open 
space, habitat

5 Abundance of riparian vegetation

6 Abundance of conserved open space

Engage with members of 
disadvantaged communities

7
Equitable access to clean drinking 
water

8
Equitable implementation of climate 
change adaptation

Educate & build trust 
between people & 
organizations

9
Collaboration for more effective 
outcomes

10 Adoption of a watershed ethic

Improve data integration, 
tracking & reporting to 
strengthen decision-making

11*
Broaden access to data for decision-
making

12* Participation in a regional database.

About the Sustainability Assessment

Local Water 
Supplies

Good 
Water 
Quality

Drinking 
Water 
Access 

The rating represents the evaluation 
of the watershedõs effectiveness in 
the pursuit of sustainability. The 
Assessmentõs ratings reflect trends 
(that is, scores are relative to past 
performance) instead of scoring 
each indicator on its relationship to 
a desired condition . 

A sustainable Santa Ana River 
Watershed equitably balances 
competing interests to ensure long -term 
health and prosperity for society and 
nature. The different goals for the 
watershed should compliment each 
other, as opposed to compete. 

How Indicators Are Rated

In some instances there was no current 

dataset to analyze for the 2019 

Sustainability Assessment.

The rating process was initially created in the 2018 
Sustainability Assessment. The ratings methodology 
and indicators were adopted by the watershedõs 

OWOW governance structure ðthe OWOW Steering 
Committee and SAWPA Commission. 

Negative Neutral Positive No Data

. .

*Indicator also discussed in the Appendix.
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Using Parcel-Level (New Methodology)Not Using Parcel-Level (New Methodology)

Current Rating =
Positive

2018 Rating =
Neutral

How Itõs Measured: Percent of total direct deliveries (to end -use customers of retail 
water agencies) sourced or managed locally.

Datasets: SAWPA member agencies, Yucaipa Groundwater Basin retail water agencies 
and Big Bear Valley retail water agencies.

Rating Justification : Trends for the 
past four years show that at least 
78% of the watershedõs direct 
deliveries are managed locally. This 
demonstrates the tremendous 
investments agencies have made 
in local projects. 

Notes: 

-Imported water recharged is not included in 

the percent calculation for this indicator as it 

can be double counted when it is eventually 

extracted from groundwater pumping (which 

is considered locally managed water). 

-Imported water recharged does not include 

imported water from the Metropolitan Water 

District Conjunctive Use Program in the Chino 

Basin. 

Indicator: Maximization of locally -managed supplies.

Indicator Results

How Itõs Measured: Percent of watershed population in agencies using parcel -level data 
to assess outdoor water use.

Datasets: SAWPA member agency survey of their retailers on use of customer portals, 
SAWPA staff analysis of existing water rates in watershed, and amount of users who 
participated in a geolocation/water budget SAWPA project.

Rating Justification (Modified in 2019) : 
Results are positive as over 50% of the 
watershedõs population is using parcel-

level data. For the 2019 Assessment, the 
Indicator tallied the amount of agencies 

who have a customer portal, budget -
based rates or participated in the SAWPA 

geolocation/water budget project]

Indicator: Efficiency of outdoor water use.
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Indicator Results 
(Methodology Varies Between Years)

Goal: Achieve resilient water resources through innovation and optimization .

This map shows those retail 

water agencies that have 

used parcel level data using 

the 2019 methodology. Some 

of the agencies have 

partnered with SAWPA through 

various projects that utilize high 

resolution aerial imagery and 

other tools to created water 

budgets at the parcel level . 

The areas that are uncolored 

represent retailers not using 
parcel -level data.

2016 2017 2018 2019

Water Agencies Using Parcel -Level Data (2019)

Average Direct Deliveries 

and Imported Water Recharge

101,575 150,634 95,838 137,281 

20% 20% 22% 19%

80%

80%
78%

81%

1,163,226 
1,250,577 1,230,861 

1,141,763 

0

5

10

15

20

25

 -

 200,000

 400,000

 600,000

 800,000

 1,000,000

 1,200,000

 1,400,000

P
re

ci
p

ita
tio

n
 in

 I
n

ch
e

s

A
cr

e
 F

e
e

t

Local Water Direct Deliveries (% of Direct)

Imported Water Direct Deliveries (% of Direct)

Imported Water Recharged

Total Direct Deliveries

Local Annual Average Precipitation

3

Current Rating =
Positive

2018 Rating =
Positive


